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No to bloodshed: Students participate in a peace rally to 
commemorate Hiroshima Day at Chhatrapati Shivaji 
Maharaj Terminus in Mumbai on Thursday. During the event 
they pledged to work towards a world free of nuclear 
weapons.  
 
 

Hiroshima Day & the Atomic 

Bombings of Japan 

Hiroshima — 6 August 1945 

 During the final phase of the Second World War, the United States dropped an 

atomic bomb on the Japanese city of Hiroshima. 

 The B-29 bomber Enola Gay, piloted by Colonel Paul Tibbets, dropped the bomb 

at approximately 8:15 a.m. local time. 

 The bomb was nicknamed ―Little Boy.‖ It was a uranium-235 gun-type fission 

weapon with an explosive yield of roughly 15 kilotons of TNT. 

 The explosion and its immediate effects killed tens of thousands of people. By the 

end of 1945, estimates commonly put Hiroshima's death toll at around 140,000, 

although precise numbers are inherently uncertain. Survivors subsequently 

experienced burns, radiation sickness, cancers and other long-term consequences. 

Nagasaki — 9 August 1945 

Just three days later, on 9 August 1945, the United States dropped another atomic bomb on 

Nagasaki. 

This bomb was called ―Fat Man.‖ Unlike Little Boy, it was a plutonium-239 implosion-

type weapon, with a yield of approximately 21 kilotons. 

It was dropped by the B-29 Bockscar, commanded by Major Charles Sweeney. 

Approximately 70,000 people in Nagasaki are estimated to have died by the end of 1945. 

Key Comparison 

Feature Hiroshima Nagasaki 

Date 6 August 1945 9 August 1945 

Bomb Little Boy Fat Man 

Fissile material Uranium-235 Plutonium-239 

Design Gun-type Implosion-type 

Aircraft Enola Gay Bockscar 

Approx. yield 15 kilotons 21 kilotons 

Estimated deaths by end-1945 ~140,000 ~70,000 

What happened after the bombings? 
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On 8 August 1945, the Soviet Union declared war on Japan and entered the war against 

Japanese forces in Asia. 

On 15 August 1945, Emperor Hirohito announced Japan's acceptance of the Allied terms of 

surrender. The formal surrender was signed aboard the USS Missouri on 2 September 1945, 

bringing the Second World War formally to an end. 

Hibakusha 

 Hibakusha, literally referring to people affected by the atomic bombings.  

 It is commonly used for survivors of the Hiroshima and Nagasaki atomic bombings. 

 Many Hibakusha suffered not merely immediate injuries but also the long-term 

consequences of ionising radiation, including increased risks of certain cancers. 

Survivors also faced significant social discrimination. 

 

Kamaladevi Chattopadhyay 

 Kamaladevi Chattopadhyay (1903–1988) was an Indian 

freedom fighter, social reformer, women's rights activist and 

major promoter of Indian handicrafts and handlooms. 

 She was born on 3 April 1903 in Mangalore (present-day 

Karnataka).  

 

Why is she associated with handlooms? 

 Kamaladevi strongly believed that India's traditional crafts were 

not merely decorative objects—they represented livelihoods, cultural heritage and 

economic independence, particularly for rural artisans. 

 Following Independence, she worked extensively to revive handloom weaving, 

handicrafts and traditional artisan industries.  

 She helped provide craftspeople with institutional support, markets and recognition. 

 She was closely associated with institutions and initiatives such as the All India 

Handicrafts Board and the development of platforms for marketing traditional crafts. 

What does the nickname ―Hatkargha Maa‖ mean? 

 Hatkargha (      ) means handloom, while Maa (   ) means mother. 

 Thus, the title ―Hatkargha Maa‖ essentially conveys ―Mother of Handlooms.‖  

 It reflects her contribution to protecting and promoting India's handloom and 

handicraft traditions. 

Her contribution was much broader 

 She participated in the Salt Satyagraha/Civil Disobedience Movement and was 

imprisoned by the British. 



                      
 

  

P
ag

e4
 

 She advocated women's political and economic empowerment at a time when 

women's participation in public life was comparatively limited. 

 After Partition in 1947, she was involved in rehabilitation efforts for refugees and 

became associated with the development of Faridabad as a settlement for displaced 

people. 

 She also contributed to the creation or development of several important cultural and 

craft institutions. 

Important Awards 

 She received the Padma Bhushan in 1955 and the Padma Vibhushan in 1987. 

 She was also awarded the Ramon Magsaysay Award for Community Leadership 

in 1966. 

 She died on 29 October 1988. 

07A8. Celebrate National Handloom Day: PM 

                        :          

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Thursday urged 
Indians to mark National Handloom Day, which falls on 
Friday, by sharing videos of their favourite handloom 
products. 

                                                               , 

                        ,    अ  र पर अप   प              
  प                    र                

 Posting on his Instagram account, Mr. Modi was seen 
handling various pieces of handloom material from different 
parts of the country, stating that August 7 (1905) was the day 
the Swadeshi movement of boycotting foreign goods in favour 
of Indian goods was launched during the freedom struggle. 

अप                 पर                                         
                        प                           और        
       7      (1905)            ब              ,       
अ                       ब     र और   र                       
                 ,                    र     र           
 

Swadeshi Movement 
 

 Swadeshi Movement 1905/11. 
 Swadeshi movement between 1903-05 was in a moderate phase, between 1905-08 

was the extremist phase and between 1908-1911 was the revolutionary phase. 
Reasons for the Swadeshi Movement: 

 Curzonian Administration 1899-1905. 
 Calcutta Municipal Corporation Act 1899 decreases the number of elected members. 
 Indian Universities Act 1904: Brought universities under stronger government 

control as Curzon, believed that universities are becoming factories of sedition. 
 Indian Officials Secrets Amendment Act 1904: It reduced freedom of the press. 
 Partition of Bengal October 1905. 
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 The goal was to divide Indians on basis of language and religion i.e. policy of divide 
and rule. 

07A8. QUIZ 

 

1. Replacement Level of Total Fertility Rate 

 Total Fertility Rate (TFR) is the average number of children a woman would bear during her 

reproductive years if prevailing age-specific fertility rates continued. 

 The commonly used replacement-level fertility benchmark is approximately 2.1 children 
per woman in populations with low mortality. 

 The figure is slightly above 2 because not every child survives to reproductive age and 
because the sex ratio at birth is not exactly equal. 

 Replacement fertility means that, in the long run and without migration, one generation of 

parents is approximately replaced by the next. 

 Importantly, India has already reached below-replacement fertility nationally, although 

substantial State-level differences remain. 

2. Do a Woman‟s Eggs Increase Until Puberty? 

 Females are born with a finite ovarian reserve; the number of oocytes does not 
progressively increase until puberty. 

 The oocyte population actually reaches its maximum during fetal life, at roughly 20 weeks of 
gestation, when about 5–7 million oocytes may be present. 

 This falls to approximately 0.5–1 million at birth and around 400,000 by menarche. 

 Thereafter, the ovarian reserve continues to decline through atresia and ovulation. 

3. Hormones Necessary for Sperm Production 

 Follicle-Stimulating Hormone (FSH) and Luteinizing Hormone (LH) are gonadotropins 
secreted by the anterior pituitary gland under the influence of hypothalamic GnRH. 

 FSH primarily acts on Sertoli cells in the seminiferous tubules and supports the development 
of germ cells and quantitatively normal sperm production. 

 LH acts primarily on Leydig cells, stimulating the production of testosterone. 
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 Testosterone subsequently acts through androgen receptors, including those in Sertoli cells, 
and is essential for normal spermatogenesis. 

 Therefore, normal sperm production depends on the coordinated action of FSH and LH-

driven intratesticular testosterone. 

PCOS HAS A NEW NAME: PMOS  

 In May 2026, an international consensus renamed Polycystic Ovary Syndrome 

(PCOS) as Polyendocrine Metabolic Ovarian Syndrome (PMOS).  
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 The change was published in The Lancet after a global process involving 56 leading 

academic, clinical and patient organisations and survey responses from 14,360 

patients and multidisciplinary health professionals.  

Why was ―PCOS‖ considered misleading? 

 The name Polycystic Ovary Syndrome makes it sound as though the fundamental 

problem is that a woman's ovaries contain many cysts.  

 That is misleading. A woman can have this condition without having pathological 

ovarian cysts.  

 What have traditionally been called “polycystic ovaries” generally involve numerous 

small ovarian follicles, rather than ordinary pathological cysts.  

 Consequently, concentrating on “cysts” could give patients an incomplete picture of 

what is actually a multisystem hormonal and metabolic disorder.  

What does PMOS mean? 

 The new name describes the condition more broadly: 

 P – Polyendocrine: multiple interconnected hormonal systems are involved. Higher 

androgen activity, for example, can contribute to acne, excess facial/body hair and 

scalp hair thinning. 

 M – Metabolic: metabolism is an important part of the disorder.  

 Insulin resistance and hyperinsulinaemia are common features, and metabolic 

health can be affected.  

 O– Ovarian: the ovaries remain important because disturbances in follicle 

development and ovulation can produce irregular periods and infertility. 

 S – Syndrome: it is a collection of related features rather than one identical disease 

presentation in every woman. 

A simple example 

 Imagine three women with PMOS. 

 Woman A mainly has irregular periods and difficulty ovulating. 

 Woman B has acne, increased facial hair and elevated androgens. 

 Woman C has prominent metabolic problems such as insulin resistance. 

 Their symptoms can look quite different, yet they may belong to the same underlying 

syndrome.  

 This is why describing the condition merely as “polycystic ovaries” was too narrow. 

Why does PMOS affect fertility? 

 Normally, an ovarian follicle develops and releases an egg through ovulation. In 

PMOS, hormonal disturbances can interfere with regular follicular development and 

ovulation. 

 If an egg is not released regularly (anovulation), conception becomes more difficult 

because there may be no egg available for fertilisation during many cycles. This is 

why the condition is an important cause of anovulatory infertility. 
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 However, PMOS does not mean that a woman is necessarily infertile. Many 

affected women conceive naturally or with appropriate treatment. 

How common is it? 

The 2026 consensus estimates that it affects approximately 1 in 8 women, representing more 

than 170 million women worldwide. 

5. Temporary Organ of the Human Body 

 The placenta is a remarkable temporary organ that develops during pregnancy and 
provides the physiological interface between the mother and developing fetus. 

 It progressively develops during early pregnancy and performs crucial respiratory, 
nutritional, excretory, endocrine and immunological functions. 

 It facilitates the transfer of oxygen and nutrients from the maternal circulation while allowing 

fetal metabolic waste products to be removed. 

 The placenta also produces important hormones and growth factors needed to maintain 
pregnancy and support fetal development. 

 Unlike permanent organs, it exists primarily for the duration of pregnancy and is expelled from 

the uterus following childbirth. 

6. Largest and Smallest Human Cells in the Reproductive System 

 The female ovum or mature oocyte is conventionally described as the largest human cell, 
with a diameter of approximately 0.1 mm (100–120 μm). 

 Its relatively large cytoplasmic volume contains cellular machinery and substances required 
during the earliest stages of embryonic development. 

 The spermatozoon, in contrast, is commonly described in elementary biology as among the 
smallest human cells by cellular volume. 

 A sperm is highly specialised for motility and delivery of paternal genetic material and consists 
principally of a head, connecting region/midpiece and tail. 

 Both gametes are haploid, normally containing 23 chromosomes each before fertilisation. 

7. Vital Reaction Required for Fertilisation 

 The acrosome reaction is a crucial event enabling a sperm to successfully fertilise an 
oocyte. 

 The acrosome, situated over the anterior part of the sperm head, contains enzymes involved 

in sperm penetration through structures surrounding the oocyte. 

 Following appropriate activation of a capacitated sperm, acrosomal exocytosis 

releases/exposes substances that facilitate penetration and sperm–egg interaction. 

 This process helps the sperm negotiate the zona pellucida and ultimately participate in 

fusion with the oocyte membrane. 

 Importantly, capacitation precedes and enables 
the acrosome reaction; therefore, the two processes 
should not be treated as synonymous. 

 The acrosome reaction is consequently 
considered an essential component of normal mammalian 

fertilisation. 

 

 

07A8. QUIZ 

1. Nicknames of the Atomic Bombs 
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 The atomic bomb dropped on Hiroshima on 6 August 1945 was nicknamed “Little Boy”, 
while the bomb dropped on Nagasaki on 9 August 1945 was called “Fat Man.” 

 Physicist Robert Serber, who worked at Los Alamos under the Manhattan Project, is credited 
with devising the code names Little Boy, Thin Man and Fat Man, based largely on the 

weapons‘ shapes and designs. 
 Little Boy was a relatively narrow gun-type uranium weapon, whereas the more bulbous 

Fat Man employed a plutonium implosion design. 

 Both weapons were assembled for deployment from Tinian Island in the Mariana Islands. 

2. Core Nuclear Materials Used 

 Little Boy was a gun-type nuclear weapon whose principal fissile material was enriched 
uranium-235 (U-235). 

 It was dropped by the B-29 Enola Gay over Hiroshima at approximately 8:15 a.m. on 6 
August 1945. 

 Fat Man, by contrast, was an implosion-type plutonium weapon, using plutonium-239 
(Pu-239) as its principal fissile material. 

 Plutonium-239 for the Manhattan Project was produced through reactors using uranium, 
principally at the Hanford facilities in Washington State. 

 Fat Man was detonated over Nagasaki on 9 August 1945, three days after Hiroshima. 

3. Other Cities Considered as Atomic-Bomb Targets 

 This answer requires an important clarification. In late May 1945, the Manhattan Project's 
target-selection group identified Hiroshima, Kokura Arsenal, Kyoto and Niigata as the four 

leading targets. 

 Therefore, relative to Hiroshima, the other three on that particular list were indeed Kokura, 
Kyoto and Niigata. 

 However, Kyoto was subsequently removed from consideration, notably following 
opposition from U.S. Secretary of War Henry Stimson. 

 The final military order dated 25 July 1945 instead named Hiroshima, Kokura, Niigata and 
Nagasaki as targets. 

4. Intended Aimpoints at Hiroshima and Nagasaki 

 At Hiroshima, the distinctive Aioi Bridge, with its easily recognisable T-shaped configuration, 
served as the principal visual aiming reference for the bombing mission. 

 Little Boy nevertheless exploded approximately 600 metres above Hiroshima, with the 
hypocentre located in the vicinity of what is now Ote-machi. 

 At Nagasaki, the intended industrial target was associated with the city's major Mitsubishi 
military-industrial facilities. 

 Cloud cover complicated the Nagasaki mission; the crew initially contemplated a radar 
approach before a break in the clouds permitted visual bombing. 

 The bomb consequently detonated away from the intended aiming point, over the Urakami 

Valley area. 

5. Official Flower of Hiroshima 

 Oleander (Nerium oleander) is the official City Flower of Hiroshima and became an 
enduring symbol of the city's recovery after the atomic bombing. 

 Hiroshima's municipal government states that oleander was regarded as the first flower to 
bloom on Hiroshima's scorched earth after the bombing, when it was popularly believed 

that vegetation would not return for decades. 
 Its reappearance provided residents with a powerful symbol of hope, survival and 

reconstruction. 

 In 1973, Hiroshima residents voted to select the city's representative tree and flower. 
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 Oleander was officially designated Hiroshima's City Flower on 3 November 1973; the 

camphor tree simultaneously became the official City Tree. 

6. Albert Einstein and the Atomic Bomb 

 Albert Einstein (1879–1955) made the quoted remark after World War II, expressing regret 
over his indirect involvement in the events leading toward American atomic research. 

 On 2 August 1939, Einstein signed the famous Einstein–Szilárd letter to U.S. President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt, warning about the possibility of Nazi Germany developing nuclear 

weapons. 

 Importantly, Einstein did not work on the Manhattan Project and did not design or build the 
atomic bomb. 

 His contribution was therefore indirect rather than technical. 

 After Germany failed to develop an atomic weapon, Einstein expressed regret in a 1947 
Newsweek interview, stating that had he known Germany would fail, he would have taken 

no action. 

7. Tsutomu Yamaguchi 

 Tsutomu Yamaguchi (1916–2010) survived both atomic bombings of Japan and became the 
best-known double hibakusha, meaning a person exposed to both bombings. 

 He was in Hiroshima on 6 August 1945 on a business trip when the Little Boy atomic bomb 

exploded over the city. 

 Despite suffering injuries, he subsequently returned to his home city of Nagasaki. 

 On 9 August 1945, he was in Nagasaki when the Fat Man bomb exploded there. 

 The Japanese government formally recognised Yamaguchi in 2009 as having been exposed 
to both atomic bombings. 

 He died on 4 January 2010, aged 93, and became an internationally recognised voice 

against nuclear weapons. 
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07A8. Hero stone found in Karnataka sheds light on last day of Hoysala 
dynasty ruler 

                                                       प                

 The villagers in Neeragunda in Arsikere taluk of Karnataka have stumbled upon a 
centuries-old veera gallu (hero stone) bearing a Kannada inscription that could resolve the 
long-standing confusion over the date of the death of Vishnuvardhana, the ruler of the 
Hoysala dynasty. 

                                                                  प र            (        )      
  ,     पर             अ                                                -           र   ब  
             र                    र  र                        

 The village has two Hoysala-era temples — Malleshwara and Lakshmi Narayana Swamy. 

इ                              र    —         और                    
 The latter had fallen into a dilapidated state, prompting residents to undertake its restoration 

and raise funds for the same. 

इ          र      र अ        र अ        प           ,         र                      प        
          र        और इ        ध              

 Hoysala is the prominent dynasty that ruled many parts of today‘s Karnataka and Tamil 
Nadu between the 11th and the 14th centuries. 

                    ,       11       14              ब                 और             अ    

     पर            
 While workers were engaged in foundation work on June 28, they unearthed two stone 

slabs bearing sculptural work, which were later brought to the notice of researchers. 

28         ब                                    ,  ब                          प              
     ,            र  ब                          

 Shashidhar H.G., who has documented over 600 Hoysala temples so far, visited the site 
and identified the two slabs as veeragallus, one of which carried a significant inscription. 

अब    600                                  र   र       च.   .                   र    

     और इ                 प                 प      ,             पर     प           अ     

    
 Veeragallus are memorial stones placed in honour of warriors. 

                          ,                            प                
 ―... Going by the text, one can say it is a veeragallu installed in memory of a soldier, who 

sacrificed his life soon after Vishnuvardhana‟s death at Bankapura. 

―... अ         प       ध र पर                                                          प  

           ,           प                              र   ब   अप        ब       र       
 The date mentioned in the inscription corresponds to December 11, 1141, as per the 

Gregorian calendar,‖ Mr. Shashidhar said. 

               , ―                                          अ    र 11       , 1141    अ   प 

   ‖ 
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 Vishnuvardhana is believed to have died at Bankapura, now in Haveri district. 

                                           प            ,                                      
 There has been confusion over the date of his death, with some scholars placing it in 1152 

and others in 1149. 

          -           र   ब            र     ;            इ   1152 ब       ,  ब   अ   1149 

          
 ―However, we believe the inscription found in Neeragunda will help resolve the confusion,‖ 

Mr. Shashidhar said. 

               , ―       ,    र                                          इ          र  र      
         ध      ‖ 

GS Paper 1: Society 07 August 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

 

Miles to go: A Rabari shepherd from Rajasthan 
leads his herd of cattle in the Bhiwani district in 
Haryana on August 5. Rabaris are a nomadic and 
predominantly pastoralist group who travel across 
Gujarat and Rajasthan in search of green 
pastures. 
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07A8.  FCRA Bill is „religion-neutral‟, Shah assures Christian bodies 

               „   -   प  ‟   ,                                  

 Amid concerns raised by Christian bodies over the Foreign Contribution (Regulation) 
Amendment Bill, 2026 (FCRA), Union Home Minister Amit Shah on Thursday met two 
delegations, including one representing all Christian denominations and communities, and 
assured them that the proposed legislation was ―religion-neutral‖. 

              (       )              , 2026 (FCRA)       र                र       

           ब                                   र             ध                   ,          

                 और                  ध    र र     ,                                

  ध    ―   -   प  ‖     
 A member of the delegation said Mr. Shah asserted that the ―government has no intention to 

harass the Christian community, or any faith (or) community for that matter‖. 

      ध                                     प           ―                     अ         
   ध                पर      र          इर            ‖ 

 The other delegation included Mizoram Chief Minister Lalduhoma, who said that Mr. Shah 
had conveyed that the Bill was likely to be taken up for discussion in Parliament on August 
12, a day before the Monsoon Session ends. 

   र        ध                                             ,         ब                         

       पर         12        ,                                प   ,                          
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 ―We were given an assurance that the provisions of the Bill will not be applied 
retrospectively,‖ he said. 

          , ―                                    ध   प      प                               ‖ 
 Reverend Asir Ebenezer, general secretary of the National Council of Churches in India, 

who met Mr. Shah, said the 18-member delegation of the Joint Action Forum on 
Minorities included representatives from all the three Christian traditions — Catholic, 
Protestant, and Orthodox. 

                                   ऑ  चच                        र  र                    
ब                        ऑ                18                                         

प  प     —        ,          और ऑ       —          ध           
 ―We had written to the Prime Minister to register our concerns against the FCRA Bill. 

―                                     ब ध    अप              अ     र           प           
 The Home Minister gave us time and listened to us patiently for an hour. 

                         और                 ध   प        र  ब           
 He said it is not against the Christian faith but against anyone who violates the law. 

                                 ध        , ब                  ध                        र   
    

 We requested him that a comprehensive review of the Act that was introduced in 2010 is 
required,‖ Mr. Ebenezer told The Hindu. 

                            , ―          अ  र ध         2010                              प  

                    ‖ 

Main concern 

      च    

 One of the key provisions in the FCRA Bill, 2026, is the appointment of a ―designated 
authority‖ to take over, manage, or dispose of assets created from foreign funds when an 
NGO‟s FCRA registration is suspended, cancelled, or not renewed. 

              , 2026            ध             ―             ‖              ,            -
             (NGO)            प            ब , र                                         
               प        अ ध   ,  ब ध  अ      प     र     

 This authority will have the powers of a civil court and can order the transfer or sale of 
assets owned by NGOs to either the government or any other body. 

इ     ध र                                           और    NGO      प              अ    
     अ                   र           र                     

 The Bill was initially listed for passage in the ongoing Monsoon Session of the Parliament 

but did not figure in this week‘s list of business. 

            र                                  प  र                      ब ध   ,       इ  

                                          
 Mr. Ebenezer said that the ―deemed cessation‖ of assets in case the FCRA registration is 

not renewed or cancelled by the government in absence of a formal order was also flagged 

at the meeting. 

                     ब             ध   पर                    ,       अ    र औप   र       

   अ                    र          प                र                        र    र      
       ,      प        ―            प  (deemed cessation)‖                 

 ―The Minister asked us for a list of cases where registrations of NGOs had been cancelled 

without any notice. 

―                                    ,       NGO    प    र   ब        प             र    र      
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 We also sought clarity on the powers of the vesting authority to dispose the assets without 
a judicial oversight. 

                                           ब     प          प     र                  ब ध    
    प            

 How can a government authority just take over my property?‖ he asked. 

               , ―     र  र     ध र    र    प   पर इ     र      अ ध  र  र        ?‖ 

 The meeting is among a series of interactions that the Home Minister has held with the 
Christian community to assuage concerns over the Bill. 

   ब       अ                      ,                                                र   प   

             र  र                        
 On July 10, Mr. Shah assured the Catholic Bishops Conference of India, the apex body of 

the Catholic Church in India, that the Bill was not against the Christian NGOs, which 
receive a little under 15% of the total foreign donations. 

10                                       प       ,                    चच                   , 
                                   NGO        ध        ,                              

15%                         
 DMK MP P. Wilson, chairman of the Joint Forum, who led the delegation, said, ―We clearly 

spelt out the illegalities in the Bill. 

      ध                र                 च    अ        DMK       प .             , ―     
                अ  ध         प    प          र    

 Even if a registration is going to be cancelled, there was no necessity to take over the 
properties of these organisations... 

                  प    र  र                  ,  ब           प        अ ध     र          

               ... 
 it was also explained to the Home Minister that these bodies have employed expert hands 

for running these organisations, institutions, hospitals, and by taking over it will clearly 
destroy them, including the hospitals...‖ 

                  ब            इ         ,                 और   प                      

                                 , और इ    अ ध     र                ,       र   प   ,     

         ...‖ 
 The delegation submitted a representation requesting the withdrawal of the Bill in its present 

form. 

      ध          प         र                 प                प          अ  र ध       
 It requested that the Bill be referred to a Joint Parliamentary Committee for comprehensive 

stakeholder consultation. 

      ध        अ  र ध                      प          प                                 

(JPC)    प             
 Government sources ruled out further changes to the Bill, adding that the specifics on taking 

over assets by the designated authority will be clarified when the Rules are notified. 

                                  प र                   इ   र  र                            

   र    प        अ ध         ब  ध            ध            अ ध        र       पर  प       
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07A8.  Govt. Okay ₹23,731 cr. GOBARdhan scheme 

         ₹23,731                                   

 The Union Cabinet approved the National Circular Bioenergy Scheme – GOBARdhan, 
provisioning ₹23,731 crore to catalyse the growth of Compressed Biogas (CBG). 

                         प  प     -           –        (GOBARdhan)        र    ,       
अ        प             (CBG)                             ₹23,731            ध                

 The GOBARdhan (Galvanising Organic Bio-Agro Resources Dhan) outlay, to be in place 
until FY2035-36, seeks to raise local Compressed Biogas production almost tenfold via 
assured offtake, administered pricing, capital subsidies, boosting pipeline infrastructure 
and easier access to finance, the Centre said. 

     र  र    अ    र,        (Galvanising Organic Bio-Agro Resources Dhan)      ,    
        2035-36         र    ,                         (ऑ    ),                      , 

प             , प  प          च            र                   प                        

  प               प                    ब         
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 The government emphasised the scheme would seek to impart a ―strong and predictable 
framework‖ to fuel the uptick of the CBG ecosystem. 

         इ  ब   पर ब                          प                                           

   ―      औ  प             च ‖       र     
 The programme would involve the use of agricultural residue, cattle dung, sugar industry 

waste such as press mud, municipal organic waste and other biomass to produce 
Compressed Biogas, which can be blended into CNG used in automobiles and also Piped 
Natural Gas (PNG). 

इ            अ                ,     , च              प                ,    प            

 प         अ               प      प                  प                     ,               
             (CNG)     प       च        (PNG)                     

Three imperatives 

                   

 Welcoming the government initiative, A.R. Shukla, President of the Indian Biogas 
Association, said the scheme addresses three imperatives — remunerative price, assured 
offtake and capital support — sought by the industry. 

         इ  प             र                                  अ     .   .                 

                                     —             ,          ऑ         प       

      —    प र   र       
 ―This scheme delivers all three,‖ he said, adding, ―moving from 300 operating plants 

towards 5,000 plants will create lakhs of rural jobs. Industry must respond with speed, 
quality and discipline.‖ 

          , ―                              प            ‖               , ―300   च            
   ब  र 5,000           प                                   प    र                  ,        
और                इ      र            ‖ 

 

07A8. Why did FSSAI issue prohibition-of-sale orders on liquor firms? 

                    प                  -                        ? 

 The story so far: 

              : 
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 The Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) initiated enforcement action 
(prohibition-of-sale orders) on August 2 against several liquor makers, accusing them of 

two main violations. 

                                   (FSSAI)    2                                  ध 

              (    -           )   र      और    पर                     र प        
 One is allegedly adding flavour compounds that recreate a drink‘s own natural taste instead 

of allowing those characteristics to develop through distillation and maturation, and another 
by allegedly making claims of the liquor being ―aged‖ on labels that do not reflect the 

products‘ actual age. 

प     र प                                   प     र   प                             प    प    
        र     ,  ब                (Distillation) और प  प    (Maturation)             
          प                          र   र प            प         ब  पर      ―प  प   (Aged)‖ 

ब            ,  ब                   प रप                        

Contentious flavouring 

                 

 According to the FSSAI, a rum or whisky‘s taste and smell are supposed to come from the 
real production process, the base ingredient (molasses for rum, malt for whisky), 
fermentation, yeast, distillation and ageing. 

             अ    र,    अ                   और     ध           प         ,      
      (र              (Molasses)                       ),       (Fermentation),     , 

     (Distillation)     प  प    (Ageing)      प               
 The regulator said some producers instead begin with neutral or extra-neutral alcohol, 

which has no distinctive flavour of its own, and then add flavouring agents later to make it 
taste like rum or whisky before selling it as a standard product. 

                             इ         पर       अ         -                 प     र   
  ,                                        , और ब                              र           
                       र        प       प    ब         

 FSSAI said this is not a blanket ban on flavourings, additions like coffee or vanilla remain 

allowed where the law permits them and there‘s a genuine technical reason for using them. 

              प                       पर प       ब ध                     अ              और 
      प            प            ,                         प         प    अब            
र      

 Instead, it objected to adding the flavour of the spirit itself (for example, rum flavour to rum 
or whisky flavour to whisky). 

इ         पर                          (                                             )          

 प           पर  प         
 This, since the trait is supposed to arise naturally from the product, and adding it artificially 

serves no real technical purpose. 

    इ    ,                    प                प                      और इ          प    
                                            

 The regulator pointed to Regulation 2.5 of the Food Safety and Standards (Alcoholic 
Beverages) Regulations, 2018 (rum must have its own characteristic taste and aroma) and 
Clauses 3.1.1(4) and 3.1.1(7) of the 2011 Food Additives Regulations as the legal basis. 

          इ                            (     प  )       , 2018           2.5 (र     अप   
            और     ध              )                     , 2011         3.1.1(4) और 
3.1.1(7)            ध र ब      
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External mask 

                   

 The regulator said samples from multiple manufacturers were tested, and the labs reportedly 
found several products substandard because of external artificial or nature-identical 
flavours that masked the natural flavour profile. 

          ब        अ                                     और                    प       
             प   ,            ब  र        अ           -                      ,         
                             ढ           

 It also flagged that labelling these as plain ―rum‖ or ―whisky‖ could mislead consumers. 

                             प            ―  ‖ अ    ―      ‖     प      ब   र    प        
         र          

Age-claim problem 

   -                      

 The regulator also said some brands used age-related wording, ―years old,‖ ―matured,‖ and 
similar terms, without following Regulation 13.7 of the 2018 Alcoholic Beverages 
Regulations, which requires any stated age on a blend to reflect the youngest spirit in that 

blend, not the oldest or an average. 

                                   -           ,      ―    प     ‖, ―प  प   (Matured)‖        
 प     र     ,  ब           प         , 2018           13.7    प          र    इ         

   अ    र           (Blend) पर                          प                        प    

       ब  ब   र        ,       ब   अ ध           अ    औ                    
 According to an example it cited, an Old Monk XXX Rum variant labelled ―7 years old 

blended,‖ where investigators reportedly found the bulk of the liquid was unmatured neutral 
spirit, with matured rum making up under 5% of the blend, meaning the age claim did not 
reflect the youngest component as required. 

          र             र     अ    र,          XXX             र पर ―7     प            

(7 years old blended)‖ अ       ,  ब           प             प      अ ध          प  प   

        प           प  प                      5%              अ         ब ध       
         र                             ब  ब        र       

True nature 

           प 

 The regulator‟s position is that products built this way should be labelled “rum flavoured 
spirit” or “whisky-flavoured spirit” rather than sold under standard names, citing 
Regulation 5.1 of the FSS (Labelling and Display) Regulations, 2020, which requires the 
front of every package to state the food‘s true nature. 

                   इ     र     र          प                      ब        ब    “          
  प   ”    “                प   ”     प      ब                   इ               (        

         )       , 2020           5.1                     ,       अ    र       प        
           प                   प  प    प    अ                 

UB‟s response 
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 On August 3, United Spirits (Diageo India) filed a regulatory disclosure with the NSE and 
BSE. 

3                    प     (               )          (NSE) और       (BSE)           

                    र       
 It said it had filed a writ petition in the Bombay High Court on August 1, challenging the 

FSSAI order, concerning a product made at its Baramati unit. 

  प                  1                 च            अप           इ                   प      
  ब  ध            (FSSAI)                                      च      र        

 It said legal advice supports its view that its label declarations comply with current law and 
match long-standing industry practice. 

  प                             पर          इ               र                          
                        अ   प          ब                                         

 The company also noted industry bodies, including the Confederation of Indian Alcoholic 
Beverage Companies (CIABC) and the International Spirits & Wines Association of 
India (ISWAI), are also raising this issue with the regulator. 

  प                              ,                  ऑ                            प    

(CIABC)                 प                        ऑ         (ISWAI)         ,    इ        
                     र       
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07A8.  Why are households pledging gold instead of selling it? 

प             च                                  ? 

 For centuries, gold has had a prime position in India‟s economic and social landscape. 

                               और         प र                 र       
 Gold has proved its timeless appeal, but global uncertainties and their disruptions have led 

to a structural change in its holding pattern in India, exhibiting a dual-track economy, one 
steeped in tradition (as wedding and festival buying to provide seasonal support) and another 
shaped by modern portfolio management. 

        अप                     ध      ,                   च      और        प      ध       
        इ                  प      र       प र               ,             -प              
  र                —      पर पर    (                    र     अ  र पर            र   र ) पर 
 ध  र     और    र      ध     प                              

How is the demand pattern for gold changing? 

                   प                    ? 

 India‟s overall gold demand was up 2% year-on-year (YoY) to 282 tonnes in the first half 
(H1) of this year, driven by investment demand as ETFs hit a record high; while jewellery 
demand declined 17.1% to 141.2 tonnes (also the second-lowest first quarter (Q1) on 
record since 2000), according to the World Gold Council (WGC) data. 

          प     (WGC)    अ    र, इ                   (H1)                                -
  -    (YoY) 2% ब  र 282         ,              र                 ETF     र       र    
    ध र  ;  ब                  17.1%    र 141.2    र    ,    2000    ब         र   ब   
                (Q1)      र     

 In the second quarter (Q2) alone, India‟s overall gold demand was down 6% YoY to 131.4 
tonnes, with jewellery demand (30% of overall gold demand, the lowest since the WGC 
began tracking the data in 2000) falling faster at 15% to 75.1 tonnes, the second-lowest in 
Q2 since 2000. 

                   (Q2)                                   -  -    6%    र 131.4    र    , 

 ब                  (                       30%    और 2000    WGC    र               
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            ब       ब          र   ) 15%    र 75.1    र    ,    2000    ब         र   ब   
   Q2          

 India was the world‘s largest gold jewellery market in the quarter, accounting for 27% of 
global demand, WGC data suggest. 

WGC             अ    र, इ                          ब   ब                    र  ,       
               27%                 

 Investment demand was seen softening in Q2 to 54 tonnes but was higher than the long-
term quarterly average of 49 tonnes, hinting at above-average demand and pointing towards 
sustained investment interest. 

Q2                  र 54    र  ,                            औ   49       अ ध    ,    
औ      अ ध             र  र         च                   

 Q1 was a record for Indian gold ETFs, with net demand of 20 tonnes, driven by strong 
investor participation amid elevated gold prices and subdued domestic financial markets. 

Q1   र         ETF         र     अ  ध र  ,       20          ध                 इ         

  र                             र  र                    ब                ब         र      
 Similarly, bars and coins saw a 21.3% and 105.5% surge in volume and value, respectively, 

in H1FY27. 

इ      र, H1FY27                                     21.3%             105.5%        ध     
       

Is investment gold overtaking jewellery? 

              प                                  ? 

 The shift in allegiance to investment instruments such as ETFs, gold bars, and coins is 
palpable as the price of the yellow metal increased more than fivefold in the last 10 years, 
against India‟s national average (economic growth), and is seen favourably from a current 
account perspective. 

ETF,             और                            र        प                ,        प    10 

                    प  च              ब     ,            औ                       अ ध         
च                          इ   अ                    

 According to IIFL‟s Capital Outlook 2026, the Reserve Bank of India (RBI), in 2025, 
stepped up gold purchases just as global gold prices rallied sharply. 

IIFL Capital Outlook 2026    अ    र, 2025                     (RBI)                            
        ध      र                ब       

 The combination (household gold and the RBI purchases) helped cushion the impact of 
rupee depreciation and strengthened India‟s external balance at a time when foreign 
portfolio flows were under pressure, it said. 

 रप       अ    र,                  और RBI     र      इ             प                         
    र                                ब    र               ,             ब        प          
            ब          

 Affordability pressures pushed jewellery demand down. 

        पर ब     ब                            र       
 Yet, consumers‘ gold purchases hit a record ₹1.98 lakh crore, reflecting the extraordinary 

jump in prices. 

  र   ,  प                         र     ₹1.98             प       ,             अ  ध र  

    ध               
 The domestic MCX spot gold price was broadly flat in Q2FY27, supported by the import 

duty hike and the rupee depreciation (down by 4% QoQ). 
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 र    MCX  प             Q2FY27            र र  ,                              प      
        (      -  -       4%      र   )                

 Even with this quarterly moderation, the domestic prices remained substantially higher than a 

year earlier. 

इ             र      ब     ,  र                 प                     अ ध  र     
 To put it in perspective, 10 grams of gold jewellery bought in 2016 for about ₹28,000 and 

more than ₹89,000 in H1 last year would cost ₹1.5 lakh or more in 2026. 

           र ,    2016         ₹28,000     र       10                  ,             प    
       H1    ₹89,000    अ ध    ,           2026    ₹1.5             अ ध            

 Given the scenario, jewellery‟s monopoly as the preferred form of ownership started slowly 
fading, while financial gold made inroads and gained legitimacy among urban and younger 
investors, who preferred gold bars, coins and ETFs, which are seen as better investment 
vehicles. 

इ  प र                     ब   प                 प                  ध  र ध र -ध र          
   ,  ब                 अप       ब    और   र                      ब                    , 
                   ,       और ETF    ब   र           प       

 The rising popularity of investment gold comes amid a previous unsuccessful attempt by the 
government to encash it, although India has one of the world‘s largest private gold stocks. 

              ब                                   ,  ब          र  इ    प               प    
     अ    र     ,  ब           प            ब   ब                                 

 The Gold Monetisation Scheme, introduced in 2015, was designed to mobilise idle 
household gold by allowing individuals and institutions to deposit gold with banks and earn 
interest. 

2015      र                            (Gold Monetisation Scheme)                  

               प              ,       अ              और                              र      

अ      र          ध              
 But was met with lacklustre performance due to taxation concerns and procedural 

complexities. 

                     च                                 र  इ           अप           
                  

Why are households pledging gold instead of selling it? 

प             च                                  ? 

 The apparent contradiction in India‟s gold market — falling jewellery demand but rising 
investment appetite — is now accompanied by a third trend as households increasingly use 
the existing gold holdings as collateral. 

                                        र ध     —                     र                   
       च — अब       र                       र     ,       प र  र अप               
प    प         प    ब                  प     र र       

 According to the WGC, outstanding retail bank loans backed by pledged gold jewellery 
reached around ₹4.3 lakh crore by February 2026, rising 124% YoY. 

          (WGC)    अ    र,   र   र                         ध ब               ऋ        
2026         ₹4.3             प       ,       -  -    (YoY) 124%        ध            

 The broader banking system has also seen an extraordinary acceleration in gold-backed 
lending, with gold loan portfolios reaching about ₹5.4 lakh crore by June 2026, registering 
close to 94% YoY growth. 

                              -       ऋ              अ  ध र   प    ब     ,           ऋ  
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प              2026         ₹5.4             प        ,         94%    -  -        ध    
           

 Despite domestic gold prices being around 60% higher YoY, holders showed limited 
appetite to sell, preferring to monetise their gold holdings rather than liquidate them, keeping 
recycled supply ―muted‖, according to WGC. 

             अ    र,  र                     -  -         60%        ध         ब     , ध र      
     ब                        और     ब        ब    अप        प    प                 र   
अ ध  प        ,         र  प  च      प     ―    र‖ ब   र    

 The rapid expansion of gold loans needs careful monitoring in view of financial 
vulnerabilities it can create. 

     ऋ                   र पर    ध   प        र    र                 ,       इ          

                प               
 The RBI strengthened its regulation to promote responsible lending, as it mandated 

borrowers to make full repayment of the principal and interest before repledging the asset. 

                 (RBI)            ऋ           ब                 अप                         
और    अ                   ध र     प र  प      प      र   र       प          और         प    
        र   

What is next? 

       ? 

 India‘s huge household gold stock can evolve from a passive store of wealth into an active 
financial asset, which could ease some of the traditional pressure that gold imports place 
on the current account. 

  र                                     प  -  च         ब  र               प    प      
प र                ,                    र  च         पर प         प र प र   ब                

                    
 Time is not too far for India‟s financial markets to see a better combination of monetisation 

schemes, financial innovation, recycling, market reforms and digital transparency for 
unlocking the huge pile of privately held gold. 

       अ ध    र          ब                                                                

 र                         ,          च  , प  च   ,              और        प            
अ ध                          
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07A8.  Taxation bill passed in the Lok 
Sabha 

                        प     

 The Taxation and other Laws 
(Amendment) Bill, through which the 
government wants to promote domestic 
electronics manufacturing, attract foreign 
funds and modify the zero MDR framework on 
digital payments, was passed by the Lok 
Sabha. 

                    (      )                  
   प  र   र       इ    ध                      
                             ब         ,        
                  र                     पर 
                 (MDR)    च         ध   र   
          

 The intention of the government behind 
bringing the Bill is to make India a more 
attractive and predictable place for global 
capital, manufacturing and business to come 

and stay. 

इ    ध               प                         

          प    ,                 प          अ ध  

      और प                ब       ,              
    और            ब   र    

 The Taxation and other Laws 
(Amendment) Bill, 2026, replaces the June 5 
Ordinance that provided Income Tax 

exemption to interest income and capital gains made by Foreign Portfolio Investors 
(FPIs) from investments in Government Securities (G-Secs). 

                    (      )       , 2026    5                               ,       अ      

                 (G-Secs)                    प                  (FPIs)                 और 
प           पर                         

 The Bill proposes to remove the linkage between the Payment and Settlement Systems Act 
and the Income Tax Act and give a legal backing to the government to modify the zero 
MDR framework on UPI and RuPay card transactions. 

     ध                 प                  और                 ब        ब ध          

 र                  प    (UPI) और  प          -    पर                  (MDR)    च         ध  

 र             ध   ध र       र             र       
 The move could allow merchant charges on select UPI transactions. 

इ                   प       -    पर    प         (Merchant Charges)                      
ब           
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07A8.  Coal India forays into iron ore 
mining 

                                       

     

 State-owned CIL emerged as the 
preferred bidder for the Gadadharpur iron ore 
block in Odisha, marking the country‘s largest 
coal miner‘s foray into iron ore mining. 

                                       (CIL) 

              प                        

                    प      र ,              
 ब   ब           प      प                   

                  
 Coal India Ltd. (CIL) is mainly engaged 

in mining and production of coal and 
accounts for over 80% of local output of the dry 

fuel. 

                   (CIL)                  और 
        प                           इ        ध  

         प       80%                 र       
 The move further signals CIL‟s broader 

diversification plan amid a long-term energy 
transition. 

                               ब   CIL    
   प                                       

 The lease has been awarded on an auction premium of 114.05% of the value of mineral 
dispatched. 

   प    (   )                    पर 114.05%                      ध र पर                   
 CIL‟s entry into iron ore mining aligns with the government‟s push to boost local production 

of critical minerals and secure raw material supply chains for the steel sector, which is 
central to the country‘s infrastructure and manufacturing ambitions. 

CIL                                      प              र      प       ब           प   

             च          प                र     र              अ   प   ,                च   
और            ब ध                        ध र     

 The block is at the G3 exploration stage with a total resource estimated at 288 million 
tonnes, CIL said in a filing with the BSE. 

CIL          (BSE)                   ब                G3        च             इ        

अ               288               
 A G3 exploration stage block is a mineral mining area undergoing preliminary 

exploration. 

G3        च                                                                र            
 Its purpose is to zoom in on smaller target zones identified during broad regional surveys, 

using closer-spaced sampling, mapping, pitting, and initial core drilling to estimate 
mineral content. 

इ              प                    र   प                        पर अ ध       अ     

 र          ,                  र  पर            (Sampling),     च   (Mapping),  प     
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(Pitting)       र                (Core Drilling)     प     र                 अ            
         

 The block has been awarded to the PSU by the Government of Odisha. 

                       र  इ                   प   (PSU)                        
 

 

07A8. Why is the government offloading stake in Life Insurance Corporation? 

                            (LIC)     प                   च       ? 

 The story so far: 

              : 

 The Government of India is partially offloading stake in the Life Insurance Corporation of 
India (LIC), one of its crown jewels. 

           अप                  प                                   (LIC)    अप   
                            र र       

 The move, while helping the insurance behemoth comply with capital market regulator the 
Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI)‘s shareholding norms, ahead of the 
deadline, will benefit the Centre from a perspective of inching closer to its ₹80,000 crore 
disinvestment target for FY27. 

                र इ               प      प                                 औ         
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     (SEBI)                             -        प    अ  प     र              र   ,         र  
 र                      2026-27 (FY27)          ध   र  ₹80,000                             

प                       

OFS and contours 

      औ                      

 When did the LIC‟s Offer for Sale (OFS) begin and what were its contours? 

LIC    ऑ           (OFS)  ब   र       और इ                          ? 

 The government took the Offer for Sale (OFS) route to shed 6.5% from the 96.5% stake it 
held in LIC. 

         LIC    अप   96.5%                 6.5%     र          ऑ           (OFS)         
अप      

 The two-day OFS opened on August 4 for institutional or non-retail investors. 

          OFS 4                 अ       -                       र        
 August 5, the second day, was for retail investors to bid. 

5     , अ        र     ,                      ब                           
 Under the Offer for Sale, the government decided to disinvest 2.5% equity with an 

additional 4% as a green shoe option. 

ऑ              अ               2.5%                                ,       अ   र   4%    
           प              

 It had set the floor price at ₹382 per share, which compared to the August 3 closing price of 
₹424.35 on the BSE translated into a 10% discount. 

इ             ₹382                (Floor Price)   ध   र      ,    3               (BSE) 

पर ब       ₹424.35                  10%                   

Trigger 

          

 SEBI, as part of the prescribed minimum public shareholding (MPS) norms, had set a 
revised May 16, 2027, deadline for LIC to achieve 10% public shareholding. 

SEBI      ध   र                             (MPS)            अ      LIC    10%          

                 र               ध  अ          16   , 2027   ध   र         
 The OFS will thus make the corporation compliant with the requirement ahead of the 

deadline, which SEBI had fixed in May 2024. 

इ     र OFS   ध   र     -        प               इ             अ   प ब       ,       
   -     SEBI       2024      ध   र         

 Besides achieving the MPS norms, the OFS is equally important for the proceeds the sale of 
more than 82.22 crore shares will fetch the government. 

MPS            प        अ   र  , 82.22                        ब                     र       
             अ         प        

 On full subscription at the base price, it would translate into ₹31,000 crore accretion to the 
disinvestment kitty – since the government is selling stake, LIC will not get anything from 
the OFS. 

              पर प                       ,    इ                        ₹31,000         
    ध                   अप          र  ब   र     , इ     LIC    इ  OFS        र              
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Is OFS timing right? 

    OFS         प       ? 

 Prevailing market conditions and the shadow cast by recent geopolitical developments as 
well as the likelihood of the response not being as desired if the OFS is pushed to a later date 

could have contributed to the timing. 

             प         ,                                प   अ               इ          
       OFS                         अप                       ,    इ       -  ध  र     
                        

 The debate on the timing can continue, but the response reflects a continued investor 
interest in the country‘s leading life insurer. 

   -  ध  र  पर ब     र  र         ,                                 अ                प   
     र  र         च               

 This despite LIC continuing to lose market share to private insurers over the years while 
maintaining the pole position and reporting growth in new business. 

    ब   ,  ब   LIC                    प        प     अप                    र     ,   र         
अ         ब    र      और                  ध            

 For FY26, the market share of the corporation was a little over 56%. 

        2025-26 (FY26)                            56%        अ ध  र    
 The Initial Public Offering (IPO) of LIC had hit the market in 2022 with the government 

fixing the issue price at ₹949 a piece ahead of the May 17, 2022, listing. 

LIC                          (IPO) 2022    ब   र          ,                17   , 2022    
    ब ध         प             ₹949                 ध   र           

 As many as 22.13 crore shares, or 3.5% stake, were sold by the government through the 
IPO. 

         IPO             22.13          , अ     3.5%          , ब        
 The IPO was the largest in FY23 and raised ₹20,557 crore. 

           2022-23 (FY23)     ब   ब   IPO   ,       ₹20,557                

Spotlight 

           

 The OFS follows bonus equity shares that were issued in the ratio of 1:1 to existing 

shareholders, earlier this year. 

ऑ           (OFS) इ                            रध र      1:1    अ  प        र              

                ब                
 Since no new shares are being issued or in other words the number of LIC shares remain the 

same even after the OFS, the fact that the government is shedding its stake may have a 
bearing on the share price, at least temporarily. 

      OFS    ब                र   र              र     , अ            (LIC)           र     
           र    , इ              र  अप          र                     ,   -  -   अ      
 प   ,           पर प           

 Given its size and scale of operations as well as being one of the Domestic Systemically 
Important Insurers (D-SIIs) — thus subjected to enhanced regulatory supervision — LIC 
will remain under the spotlight and consequently its shares will generate investor interest. 

अप            र और    प  प र           -                   प        प               (D-

SIIs)                    र , और इ    र  अ ध     र                     अध   र      , 
                      ब   र     और इ       र              च         र   र      
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 As regards the OFS, a senior official in the Department of Investment and Public Asset 
Management (DIPAM) said it received an overwhelming response from the institutional 
investors and was oversubscribed 3.32 times of its base size. 

OFS      ब ध                  प    प               (DIPAM)         र   अ ध  र     ब        

इ                      अ   ध                        और    अप          र             
3.32      अ ध  अ     (Oversubscribed)      

 ―This enthusiastic participation reflects robust investor confidence and the depth of India‟s 
capital markets. In view of the exceptional demand, the government has decided to 
exercise the green shoe option.‖ 

―        प          र    ब                             प                 र                 
अ  ध र                                        प     प     र                    ‖ 

Divestment stake 

                  

 It is possibly the most important. 

            ब       प    प        
 DIPAM data shows the disinvestment receipts, ahead of the LIC OFS, totalled ₹21,201.13 

crore in 2026-27. 

DIPAM             अ    र,        OFS    प    2026-27                         ₹21,201.13 

     र     
 Coal India‟s 2% OFS, generating ₹5,542.36 crore, was the highest. 

              2% OFS         ₹5,542.36      इ  अ  ध         ध  र    
 With the stake sale in LIC expected to mop up around ₹31,000 crore, the government will 

move closer to its disinvestment receipts target of ₹80,000 crore in FY27. 

                                 ₹31,000                             ,                     
2026-27 (FY27)          ध   र  ₹80,000                              और      प            

 The Union Budget documents make no reference to divestment, clubbing them under 
Miscellaneous Capital Receipts, including receipts on account of management of equity 
investments and public assets through various mechanisms. 

                                 अ                                  इ         प               
(Miscellaneous Capital Receipts)    अ                       ,                          
                               प    प         ब ध                            
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07A8. Growing your own food, time for leisure: what life is like in a blue zone 

 प                  ,                 :                                 



                      
 

  

P
ag

e3
2 

 The air is heavy, but the skies are clear on a July afternoon in Okinawa, Japan‟s 
southernmost and westernmost prefecture: a tropical paradise, a globally recognised „blue 
zone‟, and home to some of the people who have lived the longest. 

       र    ,                     प र        ,   प       ब         और  ब   प              
            ;             ब ध       ,     -    ध „       ‟,              ब   अ ध          
                       -         

 It has been only a day or two since Typhoon Bavi churned its waters and toppled trees. 

               र                   और           र                                            
 But Okinawans believe typhoons are not merely inevitable; they are essential. 

                                             अप र            , ब                 
 ―It cleanses our seas,‖ says Hisami Takayama, 62, who has worked as a travel guide in the 

region for several years. 

―      र              ध  र     ,‖ 62                     ,                   इ         प     

             प                ,          
 A blue zone, a concept introduced by journalist Dan Buettner, demographer Michel 

Poulain, and physician Gianni Pes, in essence, describes a region with high longevity. 

       ,    अ ध र        प   र           ,                     प   ,                    
प                ,                        र                        र अ   ध           

 Sardinia in Italy and Nicoya in Costa Rica are some of the other recognised blue zones. 

                                           अ                           
 Perhaps the most remarkable thing about this island of longevity is that its nature and 

culture are so deeply intertwined that they are almost impossible to separate. 

           इ     प     ब                             इ          और         इ      र      
पर पर                     अ    र        अ         

 The greatest living proof of this, is a village less than two hours from Naha city, along the 
coast overlooking Okinawa‟s brilliant blue and purple waters: Ogimi. 

इ     ब   ब                     र                       र  पर                ,               
     र      और ब                  र                पर        :        

 Home to an unusually large number of octogenarians, nonagenarians, and centenarians, 
Ogimi is a lush landscape dotted with small farms where residents grow much of their own 

food. 

अ        प    ब                    ,         ,                                             -

                र          ध       ,          -                    अप           अ ध         

               
 Here, people live with a strong sense of purpose, or ikigai — a word many of us became 

familiar with through the acclaimed self-help book — while embracing a certain slowness 
unique to the region, starkly different from the bustling city life of Tokyo. 

                  प         , अ            ,                    र      —                  
        अ            ध   -       प                 प र        — और        इ         
                -        अप       ,                       र            ब              

Prevention better than cure 

 पच                      

 What drives longevity here? 

                 ध र       ? 

 Food, of course, is one of the biggest factors. 

        ,      इ     ब       प      र                
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 Okinawans follow a basic rule: hara hachi bu, which means, eating until you are 80% full. 

                            ध       प     र     :        च    ,       अ      80% प           

         र    
 They also believe that good health begins with the food they eat; Okinawans place greater 

emphasis on prevention than treating illness after it occurs – a philosophy influenced by 
Chinese culture, which believes that food and medicine come from the same source. 

                     अ                     र          ;                ब   र          ब        
 प  र  र      अप                पर अ ध  ब          —        र च                        ,    
                 और औ                     

 Morio Taira, 91, eats about three meals a day — meat, lots of vegetables, and fruits, 

whether they are bitter, sour, or sweet. 

91                                   ब र       र      —           ,  रप र        ,        

             ,                ,                  
 An Ogimi table makes the best use of whatever is grown in the village during that particular 

season. 

                                                       प  ध  प            प     र       
 Their diet is especially rich in green and yellow vegetables, including bitter gourd, 

mugwort, and handama. 

                 प            प                  ध        ,            ,       ,            
          

 A local specialty fruit, shikwasa lemon, is used abundantly; it is believed to be high in 
nobiletin, a compound that may support cognitive function and help manage glucose 
levels, according to some studies. 

                                   प   प     प                ;     अ         अ    र 
इ                            र         प           ,                                     
               ब ध                       

 They also consume protein-rich tofu from the island. 

      प पर             -                       र       
 Purple sweet potato, which is rich in antioxidants, is a staple ingredient in many of their 

dishes. 

            ,        ऑ            रप र        ,      अ                           
 Traditional Okinawan cuisine relies heavily on dashi, a broth that forms the base of many 

dishes and is rich in umami (the savoury taste), a term that any food lover associates with 
Japanese cuisine. 

प र प र                             पर  ध  र         ,    अ               ध र ब         
  रब               (                     )     रप र        ;                              -     
  प                        

 Ms. Takayama says that the umami in Okinawan cuisine also has much to do with 
longevity. 

                                             प                              र    ब ध     
 It adds restraint and harmony to their food and helps reduce salt intake – by enhancing the 

perception of saltiness – without sacrificing flavour. 

                       और                                      र              र      — 

              अ          ब   र —  ब                       
 The food grown in Ogimi uses little to no pesticides, says Makoto Takehara, a young 

farmer. 

                             अ    र,                              प                    ब    

   अ     ब         प                    
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 Pointing to an okura (okra) farm, he says: ―We even let weeds grow here. They are also life. 
They bring bugs, and bugs are necessary.‖ 

      (     )            र        र                 , ―          प                               
                            र     , और              ‖ 

 Growing food is something children are taught from a young age; it forms part of the 
Okinawan school curriculum. 

           ब                                    ;                        प            

        
 Even older people take part in farming, which helps them stay active, says Kenryu Miyagi, 

chairman of Ogimi Marugoto Tourism Society. 

              प                अ                     अ    र,    ध                           , 
              ब   र        

Staying active 

              



                      
 

  

P
ag

e3
5 

 But it‘s not just about food, says Mr. Morio; keeping the mind active is just as important. 

                                                  ;            ब    र               
    प        

 Even at 91, he plays Japanese chess every day. 

91                              प                    
 Incidentally, it was through the game that he met the love of his life, Etsuko Taira, who is 81. 

       , इ                                                                 ,           81 

        
 The couple has been married for so long that they no longer remember exactly how many 

years it has been. 

     प   इ      ब                       अब               -                                    
                

 They first met when Mr. Morio was working at a radio bullet-casting company, while Ms. 
Etsuko worked at a souvenir shop. 

     प                        ब                          -          प          र    ,  ब   

                    - च                      र        
 Her father was an avid Japanese chess player, and as Mr. Morio often played with him, he 

and Ms. Etsuko gradually fell in love. 

      प     प                             , और                 अ  र                  , इ     

   और             ध र -ध र    -   र            प      
 Living for loved ones is another principle Okinawans value, along with their strong sense of 

community. 

                                              अ       प       ध      ,                    

         र                    
 Mr. Morio and Ms. Etsuko enjoy karaoke nights and long morning walks along Okinawa‟s 

white sandy shores. 

          और                                                र                पर   ब  
            र                  

 Ms. Etsuko quips they are almost always together, but a little time apart is healthy too. 

                                                   र      ,               अ    ब        
              अ             

 Every now and then, she enjoys spending time with her girlfriends and indulging in yuntaku, 
which, in the Okinawan dictionary, means ‗chatting and laughing‘, a principle through which 

local people strengthen their bonds by sharing stories about their day-to-day lives. 

   -    पर    अप                       ब     और                      प     र     ,       
                   अ   „   च        औ       ‟   ;           पर पर                    
           अप                                र  प     ब ध           र       
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Sense of purpose 

               

 The residents of Ogimi are all about the spirit of nankuru nai sa — the Okinawan belief that, 
in the end, everything will be alright and life should not be taken too seriously.  

                                         अप        —                          अ      ब     

             और         अ   ध      र                       
 At the same time, they are guided by a strong sense of ikigai. 

      ,           अ               प               र              र           
 Hatsuko Yamashiro is a big proponent of the latter. 

                 इ      र                   
 At 83, she still runs her own PR company, employing 15 people. 

83                     अप       प   (PR)   प              र     ,       15         र      
 She says her mission is to introduce Okinawa‟s shikwasa lemons to the rest of the world. 

                                                                        प र     र        
 Community is very important, says Ms. Hatsuko, adding that she genuinely enjoys going to 

the office every day. 

                               अ         प      , और                                 प    

 र       
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 One day, she hopes to see shikwasa become known across the globe. 

        र                        प र              ध       
 The biggest secret of all, according to Ms. Takayama, is that all these values — these 

centuries-old secrets to a long and healthy life — are deeply ingrained in Okinawan culture 

and way of life; they are organic. 

                 अ    र,  ब   ब   र                         —   ब  और                       
प र    र    —                  और     -          र               ;                 

 Like all things, life must come to an end, and Okinawans don‘t live with the goal of living a 
long life; they instead strive for contentment and a sense of purpose, she adds. 

                  अ                                  अ            , और                  ब  
               ब   र          ; ब             और                                  र       

 The secret to a long and healthy life is something many want to discover; the answer, says 
nonagenarian Mr. Morio, who has lived in the region all his life, is many things, all relatively 

simple. 

  ब  और              र        ब           अ                      ; इ         अप   प र       

 ब                                                       इ      र अ    ब               , और    
    अप        र      

1. Ikigai  A reason for living / something that makes life worthwhile 

2. Kaizen  Continuous improvement 

3. Pomodoro 

Technique 
Work in focused intervals 

4. Hara Hachi 

Bu  
Eat until about 80% full 

5. Shoshin Beginner's mind 

6. Wabi-Sabi Appreciation of imperfection and impermanence 
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07A8. Can stress cause 
acne? Experts explain the 
science 

                            

       ?                     

                        

 Stress is often blamed for 
acne breakouts, particularly during 

high-anxiety periods such as 
examinations, work deadlines or 

emotionally difficult life events. 

अ  र                                 

  र                 ,       र प      , 
    -        अ              प    
         -प र             र    

 While scientific evidence 
supports an association between 
psychological stress and worsening 
acne, dermatologists caution that 
stress alone is rarely responsible. 

    प                              

और            ब       ब     ब ध          

 र     ,   र                

   ध   प                             
इ          र        र              

 Studies show that higher perceived stress is associated with greater acne severity, although 
the relationship is complex and influenced by hormonal, genetic and environmental 
factors. 

अ                        अ ध  अ                      ब ध अ ध      र              ,     प    

  ब ध                   ,          और प                                  
 Therefore stress is considered an aggravating factor rather than an independent cause of 

acne. 

अ                              र        र             औ                                  
         

 Stress activates the hypothalamic-pituitary-adrenal (HPA) axis, increasing the production 
of cortisol and other stress mediators. 

        प        - प      -      (HPA)             र     ,                    अ        

            प    ब           
 These mediators can stimulate sebaceous glands, increase sebum production, alter the 

skin‘s immune responses and promote inflammatory pathways involved in acne. 
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                                  र        ,        प    ब          ,                
             प र       र                          ब  ध                         ब                 

 ―Stress places the body in a pro-inflammatory state, and the skin often reflects this 
inflammation,‖ says K. R. Sharmatha, senior consultant, dermatology, SIMS Hospital, 

Chennai. 

SIMS Hospital,            र     च               .   .              , ―      र र        -

                        और           इ                  र      ‖ 
 She explains that elevated cortisol may increase inflammation while also reducing certain 

aspects of the skin‘s immune defence. 

   ब           ब                        ब                                                  

प             र          
 This can result in greater sebum production and make acne lesions more susceptible to 

secondary bacterial infection. 

इ    प र      प        प    ब                                                         

अ ध                        
 Inflammation may also alter the skin microbiome, contributing to inflamed or infected acne 

lesions in some individuals, she says. 

                                            प र       र        ,                              
       अ ध           अ                       

 However, not every breakout is stress-related. 

                                                         
 Hormonal disorders, metabolic abnormalities, medications and other underlying factors 

should be evaluated before attributing acne solely to stress. 

                   , च  पच              , औ          अ   अ           र                   

 ब                र                                     
 Stress affects acne not only through biological pathways but also by changing everyday 

behaviour. 

                                                      , ब               र    प र              

              र       
 According to Narayanan A., consultant, dermatology, SRM Prime Hospital, Chennai, 

patients frequently report worsening acne during examinations, periods of intense work 
pressure or emotional distress. 

SRM Prime Hospital,            च                      .    अ    र, र    अ  र प      , 
अ   ध      -     अ                       र              ब               र       

 People with oily skin, inflammatory acne, hormonal acne or a tendency to pick at their 
skin are particularly likely to experience stress-related flare-ups. 

        च ,                 ,                अ      च        -                                  
                                                अ ध  र        

 During stressful periods, many people sleep less, consume more high-glycaemic foods, 
discontinue acne medications, use heavier cosmetic products or repeatedly touch and pick 
their skin, all of which may aggravate acne. 

    प    अ  ध      र   अ                  , अ ध    च                प              र     , 
                 ब    र        , अ ध    र                   प     र      अ    ब र-ब र अप        
        और   र       ,               और अ ध      र             

 ―An acne flare-up is therefore a complex interplay of multiple factors,‖ he says. 

          , ―अ                   अ      र           प र प र          प र            ‖ 
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Stress management 

           

 Evidence increasingly supports lifestyle measures such as adequate sleep, regular physical 
activity and mindfulness-based stress reduction as part of comprehensive acne care. 

          र                 प          ,                                       -       

    -                     प                पच          प            
 However, dermatologists caution against viewing stress reduction as a substitute for 

medical therapy. 

                                     च        पच          प              ध    ध    बर    
                 

 ―Stress responses are biological and acne is not a character flaw,‖ says Dr. Narayanan. 

  .                , ―                                और              च                         ‖ 
 He adds that relaxation alone cannot cure acne because breakouts may also result from 

hormonal fluctuations, menstruation, pregnancy, medications, occlusive cosmetics, 
friction, sweating or inappropriate skin care. 

                                            प  र             ,       इ      र        र  

           -च   ,          ,         , औ      ,                 ,     , प     अ    
अ        च                        

 The relationship is also bidirectional: stress can worsen acne, while acne itself can 
increase anxiety, emotional distress and reduced self-esteem. 

     ब ध                 ;                 ब          ,  ब                 च   ,               

                         र  ब           

 Experts recommend addressing underlying skin disease and the psychological burden it 

creates. 

       अ           च                 प                 —                  ध    र      
अ        र       
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07A8. The Beijing model of innovation 

   च                  

 If the conventional wisdom about innovation is that it is best left to individuals and private 
enterprise — and the best thing a government can do is get out of the way — that is 
certainly not the thinking in Beijing. 

       च        ब ध    प र प र  ध र            इ           और            पर                

                        इ         प    र     ,                          प    इ             
 How innovation happens in Beijing offers a snapshot into China‟s model in which research 

universities, start-ups, the market and the state all have a role to play. 

             च          र        ,    च                            र                     

           ,      - प,                           प                    
 The Chinese capital has always had the country‘s most important cluster of research 

universities, with Peking University and Tsinghua leading the list. 

च      र  ध                    ब       प                                  र     ,       प      

            और                      अ        
 It is also home to several cutting-edge robotics and AI companies, including Moonshot, 

which was started by graduates of Tsinghua and made waves over its latest Kimi K3 open-
source model. 

   अ    अ   ध              और                (AI)   प                 ,                    

  ,          प                                           और       अप               K3 

 प -               र     प                
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 ―A closed loop from project discovery to incubation‖ is how Yang Xiuling, who as the 
Director General of the Beijing Municipal Commission of Development and Reform 

leads the city‘s top economic planning body, describes the ecosystem. 

                                                         ,      र                      
                 र     , इ  प  र               ―प                     र                     

च       ‖     प           र       
 ―Our greatest strength,‖ she says, ―is talent and the concentration of top research 

universities.‖ 

          , ―   र   ब   ब                                                        पर       

        ‖ 
 The challenge that then follows is how to leverage that talent, or, as she puts it, ―how to move 

results out of the lab‖. 

इ    ब    ब   ब                             प     र     , अ                , ―            
प र        ब  र      ‖ 

 The gap between translating early research into commercially sustainable ventures is known 
as the ―valley of death‖ for innovation. 

  र                            प                   प र       र      ब        र        च      
       ―     ऑ     ‖              

 To cross that valley in Beijing, the state steps in. 

          इ    र     प र  र                     प         प  र       
 Beijing‟s Zhongguancun research cluster is at the forefront of tech innovation in China, 

along with clusters in Shenzhen, Shanghai and Hangzhou. 

                                   च                   च      अ              ,           

      ,       और                 र                 
 A strong undercurrent of competition underpins the national innovation ecosystem, 

especially when it comes to attracting and keeping talent. 

      र                  र   और ब    र               ,         प    र         च   
प                   ध र                

 To deal with the ―valley of death‖, Beijing set up what it calls ―an intelligent platform for 
results commercialisation‖ led by a group of tech managers, who, Ms. Yang says, ―are a 
bridge because they understand both the tech and the market‖. 

―     ऑ     ‖               प                     ―प                                      च‖ 

    प      ,                                           र     ,                 अ    र ―   

                           और                        ‖ 
 In 2025, the city‘s platform executed 1.04 lakh tech contracts. 

2025    इ         1.04                             प          
 ―Markets and companies are still at the centre,‖ Ms. Yang says. 

                 , ―      और   प      अब              ‖ 
 ―But the way we look at it is that the companies pose questions, and the universities can 

provide answers.‖ 

―         र                     प                     र      और                     ध   

 प  ध  र       ‖ 
 ―The companies still play a key role in R&D and in taking the lead in collaborative research 

with institutions.‖ 

―  प      अब                       (R&D)                                                 

 र                            ‖ 
 The universities provide the foundation from which the rest follows, says Zhang Jihong, 

who is a Director at the state-run Zhongguancun Science Park. 
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र                             प                            अ    र,                 ध र 
      र     ,     पर        प र                         

 ―It‘s the universities that have helped incubate a number of high-tech enterprises,‖ he 

says. 

          , ―इ                     अ      च-                                             ‖ 
 ―We have formed a virtuous cycle where the universities produce talent, the talent 

provides intellectual support for innovation, and innovation again reinforces the growth of 
universities.‖ 

―               च                ,                             र  र     ,          च      
                   र     , और    च   प                                   र      ‖ 

The state as investor 

           प         

 The state‟s role here is twofold. 

                              
 It provides the hard infrastructure, as seen in the science park and a number of 

incubators littered around Zhongguancun. 

               च   प  ध  र      ,                         प              प    और अ    

                               
 More importantly, it also provides capital, not only linking start-ups to private venture 

capital (VC) but also stepping in with state-backed capital to help bear some of the risk. 

इ       अ ध      प                प         प  ध  र      ,              -              च  
   प   (VC)                          , ब                प                                  

             र       
 The state taking a direct stake in companies is a unique feature of this ecosystem. 

  प                                       इ  प  र                                     
 The upside is it helps bear losses and allows for the longer-term, patient kind of support that 

VC might not afford. 

इ                              ब         र                    और ध   प                र   
  ,      च     प             प  ध       र        

 This has played a key role in enabling the speed and scale of innovation in China. 

इ    च         च          और    प            ब            प                     
 The downside is wasteful spending, if state funds do not do their due diligence, which is 

often the case. 

इ       र     प                                                   र   ,         अ  र        , 
                     

 So much so that this has emerged as a growing concern for Chinese regulators, who in 
June issued new rules to tighten how local governments spend these funds. 

      इ        र                च                   ब                  ब       ,             

                    र  इ     ध       प       अ ध      ब                    र       
 The intense competition among different clusters, coupled with the collapse in land sales as 

a source of revenue for local governments, has led to a splurge in spending at the local level, 
with each province putting in funds with the hope of finding its national champions, even if 
they lack the capacity to do the needed due diligence. 

                 ब           पध               र  र     र             प                    

  र                र पर अ   ध         ब            ,                 अप          च  प       
              ध         र र     ,             प                      र                 
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 The new rules have now called for stricter control over how these funds are spent and for 
more approvals from the Central government. 

            अब इ     ध       प    पर अ ध                                अ ध  अ       

      र              ब           

Humanoids on the factory floor 

             प                          

 AI and robotics are the twin peaks of Beijing‟s current innovation drive. 

               (AI) और                                र अ                          
 If Zhongguancun in the north is the home of tech talent, the Yizhuang industrial cluster in 

the city‘s southern suburbs offers a snapshot of how innovation is playing out on the factory 
floor. 

      र                                          ,      र           प  र          

        औ           र                   र             र        र              र       
 Here, a hub-and-spokes model has the state‘s Humanoid Robot Innovation Centre at its 

centre, which funnels talent to a number of robotics companies around its periphery. 

       -   - प                   र                                     ,    अप     प        

अ               प              प            
 ―The idea,‖ explains Che Zhengping, who is Head of Embodied AI at the Beijing 

Humanoid Robot Innovation Centre, ―is to build a full supply chain that is ready for mass 

production‖. 

                                          ऑ              च      प   ब       , ―    र          

    प     प                                 प      प    प               र    ‖ 
 The current focus in humanoids is to ―shift from industrial use scenarios to daily use 

scenarios‖, including healthcare, which is expected to be a major source of demand in an 

ageing society. 

                                       ―औ        प              प       प र       ‖    
 र         र   र     ,                              ,       ध       ब                      

            ब       अप        
 Among the companies in Yizhuang is Lingyi iTech, which in April started production on 

humanoid robots and is already planning to scale up. 

             प                               ,                                    प      र   

     और अब   प         र          ब   र       
 ―Advancements in technology are making it more affordable‖ to scale, says Vice President 

Philip Yang. 

 प         प         अ    र, ―                    प         र    अ ध          ब   र      ‖ 
 ―As we move from semi automation to full automation,‖ he estimates, ―costs in 2030 will be 

half of what they are today.‖ 

     अ            ―    -           -  च       प      च        र ब    , 2030               
          ध  र        ‖ 

 Lingyi already has production capacity ―for the next 5 to 6 years‖. 

         प   प          अ    5    6              प          प  ध     
 By the end of 2027, it will be making 20,000 robots annually. 

2027    अ                20,000                  र     
 The plan is to scale up to 1 lakh units by 2028 and 5 lakh by 2030 from this Yizhuang facility 

(the company has four others), by when it hopes to be ―one of the world‘s top three‖. 

                         इ  इ    (  प        र अ   इ  इ         )    2028      प    1     
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       और 2030    5               प           ,  ब      प           ―                ‖ 

  प               र          र        
 At the state-run innovation centre next door, researchers pore over unfinished humanoid 

robots, getting them to perfect a range of delicate movements before the latest model is 

given the green light. 

                 च        च            ध     अध र                  पर       र            
                        ब       ,       ब                  अ                              

 State subsidies of land, policy and tax support are among the more well-known elements 
of China‟s industrial policy. 

    ,               और               प                            , च      औ            

   अ ध      ध                   
 The state‘s enabling of talent and intellectual support are perhaps less well-known, but 

arguably just as important when it comes to getting innovation right. 

      और               प  ध  र       र              अप                  ,          च      
    ब                       प                     

07A8. Meta announces new AI coding app for 
developers 

            प                         ऐप    च      

 Meta entered the race for automated coding tools on 
Wednesday when it announced a new app for developers of 
artificial intelligence products, as it competes with other major AI 
labs for customers and revenue. 

                                 (AI)   प           प             

     प        र   च                        पध                 
  प         और र            अ                              

    पध    र र       
 Dubbed Muse Code, Meta said in a blog post that the 

new product is an agentic coding tool that can perform 
“complex software engineering tasks” with large amounts of 

data, including planning, writing and validating code. 

         (Muse Code)      इ       प      ब र             अप   
     प                                        ,    ब   प      पर      
       “                              ”  र        ,              
      ब    ,       और          प   र             

 Agentic tools are software applications which are 

programmed to handle tasks without human supervision, though 
often someone will still make the final call on decisions or 
supervise the execution of tasks. 

                       र अ                 ब             र       
      र                            ,     प अ                        
      प          र     र                                र        

 Muse Code launched in beta, or in a preview mode. 

                 अ    प          (Preview)     र                       

Flagship model 
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 Meta also released an updated version of its flagship model, known as Spark, which it 
unveiled in April. 

        अप              प    (Spark)    अ         र       र      ,                         

         
 The update, called Spark 1.2, is “coding-focused” and available through Muse Code and 

another developer application called Meta Model API, the social media giant said. 

              प      ब         प    1.2         अ         र  “      -     ”    और    

                        प    (Meta Model API)         अ       पर                   

    प  ध     
 Meta has poured billions into its AI division, now known as Meta Superintelligence Labs, 

as it attempts to keep up with OpenAI and Anthropic. 

        अप           ,      अब        प                           ,                            
  ,           प     (OpenAI) और      प  (Anthropic)            पध      ब   र            

 र र       

GS Paper III: Environment  07 August 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

07A8 HC tells Assam govt. to stop fresh encroachments in Manas reserve 

  च                                                                       
07A8 How will the Supreme Court order impact mining around Ramsar wetland sites? 

    च                                         प                          

     ? 
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07A8.  HC tells Assam govt. to stop fresh encroachments in Manas reserve 

  च                                                                       

 The Gauhati High Court has directed the Assam government and the Bodoland 
Territorial Council (BTC) to ensure no further encroachment takes place in the 2,837 sq. 
km. Manas National Park and Tiger Reserve, which borders Bhutan. 

           च                                          प     (BTC)                           

               2,837                                                                  
                        

 A Division Bench of Chief Justice Ashutosh Kumar and Justice Arun Dev Choudhury 
passed the order on July 31, 2026, seeking status quo until the next date of hearing of a 
Public Interest Litigation (PIL) filed by eastern Assam-based environmental activist Rohit 
Choudhury. 

                           और                   च           प      31      , 2026       

     प  र   र       प           प    र                 च        र     र          च   (PIL) 

   अ                       ब    र                   
 In the PIL, the activist sought a writ of mandamus against the Assam government and the 

BTC to remove encroachments from the transboundary Manas, a UNESCO World Heritage 
Site. 

         च                            और BTC        ध प       (Writ of Mandamus)   र  
 र             ,          -प र          ,                                ,                 
        

 He submitted that large-scale encroachments have taken place in the core area of Manas 
National Park, particularly in the Panbari and Betbari areas. 

                                                    ,        प    प       और                , 
ब   प      पर                

 One of the major encroachers, Mr. Choudhury pointed out, was the Kokilabari Seed Farm. 

   च        ब                                                           
 ―…a big parcel of the land continues to be used for cultivation under the control of the 

Agriculture Department of the BTC,‖ the petition read. 

                    , ―...            ब       अब    BTC                                        

 प            र      ‖ 
 Additional Advocate General P.N. Goswami accepted the notice on behalf of the Assam 

government and the Environment, Forest, and Climate Change Department, while 
standing counsel N. Choudhury accepted it on behalf of the BTC. 

                  प .   .                          प      ,               प             

    र               र     ,  ब         अ ध       . च        BTC     र    इ        र 
      

 The court ordered notices to the other respondents — the Union Ministry of Environment, 
Forest and Climate Change, the National Tiger Conservation Authority (NTCA), and the 
Field Director of Manas National Park and Tiger Reserve — returnable on October 7, 
2026. 

           अ             —       प      ,               प             ,                  

        (NTCA)                                                      —    7       , 2026 

     र        र                र   र                 
 The court also directed the authorities to prevent any fresh encroachment within the 

protected area. 

           अ ध   र                       र                      र                       
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Letters of concern 

 च                   प  

 Mr. Choudhury cited a September 1, 2025 letter by the Field Director of the tiger reserve 
to the Baksa and Chirang District Commissioners, highlighting large-scale encroachment 
of land measuring more than 18,000 bighas. 

   च        1       , 2025                                  र       और  च                    
           प               ,       18,000         अ ध       पर ब   प      पर            र 
                         

 According to the letter, 7,520 people across 1,522 houses/structures have been illegally 
occupying a total of 14,545.62 bighas in the Bhuyanpara and Panbari Ranges of the tiger 
reserve. 

प     अ    र,                     प    और प               1,522      /   च        र         
7,520         14,545.62           पर अ  ध  प                     
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07A8. How will the Supreme Court order impact mining around Ramsar 
wetland sites? 

    च                                         प                          

     ? 

 The Supreme Court has clarified that its February 2024 direction, requiring prior approval 
before mining can take place within a 10-km radius of the Asan Wetland Conservation 
Reserve, would, for the sake of parity, apply to wetland conservation reserves across the 

country. 

    च             प                    2024                       ,       अ    र     

                       10                र            प    अ                ,           
   ध        ध र पर     र                        पर               

 The clarification potentially extends a judicial safeguard that was earlier confined to the Asan 
Ramsar site in Uttarakhand to similarly notified wetland conservation reserves elsewhere. 

    प    र              र           र  र     ,    प                                  

           , और अब       प    अ ध      अ                       पर                     

What prompted the Supreme Court to dwell on this question? 

    च                   प    च           ? 
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 The clarification arose while the Supreme Court was hearing an application from the 
Himachal Pradesh government. 

    प    र                    ब     च             च        र  र              पर 
        र र       

 The State argued that the February 14, 2024 interim order concerning the Asan Wetland 
Conservation Reserve in Uttarakhand should not automatically apply to it because the 
Asan reserve was not located within Himachal Pradesh and, unlike national parks and 
wildlife sanctuaries, wetland conservation reserves do not have a statutory buffer zone. 

र                   14      , 2024    अ   र      ,                                       
     ब  ध    ,         पर                                 र        च                           
              और                      पर                                ध             

      ध            
 The Bench, headed by Chief Justice of India Surya Kant, orally clarified that the principle 

laid down in the Asan case was not confined to Uttarakhand. 

                                  अ           प             प     प                     
     ध   र     ध                                   

 Justice Joymalya Bagchi observed that wherever there is a community reserve or wetland 
conservation reserve, the directions issued in the Asan case would apply for the sake of 

parity. 

                     च                                    अ                            ,      
             ध        ध र पर                                      

 At the same time, the court directed the Standing Committee of the National Board for 
Wildlife (NBWL) or the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEFCC) 
to determine whether the Asan wetland extends into Himachal Pradesh. 

                                     (NBWL)                अ    प      ,               
प              (MoEFCC)         ध   र   र                                        च  

                   
 If it does, the 2024 directions would apply there as well. 

          ,    2024                             
 If not, mining proposals would be governed by the applicable statutory framework. 

               ,                     ध        ध       अ    र               

What is the background to the Asan wetland case? 

                     प              ? 

 The Asan Wetland Conservation Reserve lies at the confluence of the Asan and Yamuna 
rivers in Uttarakhand and was designated a Ramsar site in 2020. 

                                       और                     पर             इ   2020    
                             

 It is an important habitat for migratory waterbirds and supports rich aquatic biodiversity. 

           प               प                    ध                            र       
 In an interim order dated February 14, 2024, the Supreme Court directed that no mining 

activity should be carried out within a 10-km radius of the reserve unless the project 
proponent first obtained permission from the Standing Committee of the NBWL and/or the 
MoEFCC. 

14      , 2024    अ   र              च                           र       10                र  
                    ध  ब                 ,  ब    प र             NBWL          
         /अ    MoEFCC    प    अ              र     
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 The Bench said the wetland‘s designation as a Ramsar site warranted heightened scrutiny of 
activities that could affect its ecological character. 

प             इ                                           र            ध      अ ध      

             ,    इ    प             प            र          
 The latest clarification indicates that the same principle would apply to other wetland 

conservation reserves across India. 

        प    र                              ध            अ                       पर    
           

What are Ramsar sites? 

                ? 

 Ramsar sites are wetlands designated under the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands, an 
international treaty adopted in Ramsar, Iran, in 1971 to promote the conservation and wise 
use of wetlands of international importance. 

                                                      (Ramsar Convention on Wetlands) 

   अ                                अ  रर         ध   ,      1971                     अ  रर      

                       र   और      प     प       ब                 अप             
 India became a Contracting Party to the Convention in 1982. 

     1982    इ  अ                प  (Contracting Party) ब    
 India currently has 101 Ramsar sites, the maximum among Asian countries. 

                  101             ,                        ध      
 On August 3, 2026, Glaw Lake in Arunachal Pradesh became the country‘s 101st Ramsar 

site and the State‘s first, taking India‟s tally from 98 earlier this year to 101. 

3     , 2026        च                         101                  र       प    र   र 

    ब  ,               र   र               इ           र      98    ब  र 101        
 A Ramsar designation does not itself create a separate statutory protection regime under 

Indian law. 

              अप    प                    अ          प      ध       र              प       
 र    

 Rather, it recognises the international ecological importance of a wetland and commits 
India to maintaining its ecological character through domestic environmental laws. 

इ    ब   ,                    अ  रर      प                                              र    
प                                 प             प    ब    र              ब ध  र       

What does the law say about mining in Ramsar wetlands? 

                                                    ? 

 Neither the Ramsar Convention nor the Wetlands (Conservation and Management) 
Rules, 2017 prescribe a statutory buffer around Ramsar sites or expressly prohibit mining 

within a specified distance of them. 

                  और              (               )     , 2017                 र   र 
       ध                   ध    र      और                         र        र     पर  प   

 प       ब ध           
 The earlier Wetlands (Conservation and Management) Rules, 2010 contained a detailed 

list of prohibited activities within wetlands, including reclamation, establishment of new 
industries, dumping of solid waste and any activity likely to adversely affect the wetland 

ecosystem. 

प               (               )     , 2010                    र    ब  ध        ध      
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              ,            प       ,                 प  ,      प             र      
        प  र                       प            र                      ध               
        

 They also required prior approval for activities within a wetland‘s zone of influence and 
mandated environmental impact assessments for specified projects. 

इ           अ                                             ध          प                     
      ध   र  प र               प                   अ                    

 The 2017 Rules replaced this framework with a decentralised system under State Wetland 
Authorities. 

2017             इ                                          अध                          
         

 They removed the explicit list of prohibited activities contained in the 2010 Rules and shifted 
responsibility for identifying and regulating wetlands largely to the States. 

इ           2010                      ब  ध        ध       प                        
             प     और                   र                    प     

 The constitutional validity of these rules is currently under challenge before the Supreme 
Court. 

इ                                         च                          अध       
 Petitioners argue that the framework excludes many artificial wetlands recognised under the 

Ramsar Convention and weakens protections that existed under the 2010 Rules. 

                                                    अ                  अ          

             ब  र  र             2010             अ       प  ध   र          र  र       
 Against this backdrop, the Supreme Court‟s Asan directions assume significance because 

they create an additional judicial safeguard by requiring wildlife clearances before mining 
can proceed within 10 km of wetland conservation reserves. 

इ  प               च                                 प                                      

              10                र       र    र      प                   अ        र      

अ   र            र         र       

How does this compare with mining around national parks, wildlife sanctuaries and 
forests? 

             ,                 औ           प                                          
       ? 

 Mining around protected forests and wildlife habitats is governed by a combination of 
statutes and Supreme Court directions. 

           और                   प                                       च         

                    ढ        अ               
 Within national parks and wildlife sanctuaries, mining is prohibited under the Wildlife 

(Protection) Act, 1972. 

              और                       र        (     )        , 1972    अ          

     ध     
 In addition, the Supreme Court has held that mining is impermissible within one kilometre of 

the boundary of every national park and wildlife sanctuary across India, unless a larger 
Eco-Sensitive Zone (ESZ) has already been notified, in which case the larger notified buffer 

prevails. 

इ    अ   र  ,     च                               र                        और        

                                     र        अ               ,  ब            ब   
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प         -              (ESZ) प       अ ध          ;                  ब   अ ध              

           
 The court extended this prohibition nationwide after observing that mining within one 

kilometre of protected areas is hazardous for wildlife. 

                 ब ध प र                                        र                           
   र                          र      

 Projects located within protected areas or likely to affect wildlife habitats also require scrutiny 
by the Standing Committee of the National Board for Wildlife. 

  र               र                                 र                   प र           
                                     र                          

 In forest areas, diversion of forest land for mining requires prior approval of the Union 
government under the Van (Sanrakshan Evam Samvardhan) Adhiniyam, 1980. 

                                प    प र               (                )        , 1980    
अ                   प                           

 Mining projects are also generally subject to environmental clearance under the 
Environment Impact Assessment Notification, 2006. 

    प र                 प                      च  , 2006    अ      प                 

      र      अध               

 

GS Paper III: Internal Security 07 August 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

07A8 Agni-4 medium-range ballistic missile test-fired from Odisha 

    -4                                          प    -   प  

07A8 Stop the scam 

       प            
 

 

07A8. Agni-4 medium-range ballistic missile test-

fired from Odisha 

    -4                                          
प    -   प  

 The medium-range ballistic missile Agni-4 was 
successfully test-fired from the Integrated Test Range at 
Chandipur, Odisha, on Thursday, with the launch validating 

all operational and technical parameters. 

                                  -4         र    
च    प  ,                   प         (Integrated Test 

Range)         प     पर   -   प          ,       इ  

   प         प र     और          प             प        
 The test was carried out under the aegis of Strategic 

Forces Command, the Defence Ministry said. 

                         पर                   

(Strategic Forces Command)         ध                
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 The successful launch demonstrated the missile‘s operational readiness and confirmed that 
all critical systems performed in line with expected parameters, the Ministry said. 

                         प         इ     प  च      प                   और प               
    प               अप       प        अ   प            

 Agni-4 is an indigenously developed medium-range ballistic missile capable of delivering 
conventional and nuclear payloads. 

     -4         प                                          ,    प   प    औ  प      प        
                

 

07A8. Stop the scam 

       प            

 The digital arrest scam persists from overseas actors. 

                                   र       र   र      
 The Supreme Court of India‟s order of August 4 on the 

“digital arrest” menace is notable for not being lured into 

complacency. 

            च            4         “            ”      र  पर      
         इ                                              र         
पर          

 After all, the Indian Cybercrime Coordination Centre‟s 
status report showed that complaints on the National Cyber Crime 
Reporting Portal fell from 1,23,672 in 2024 to 58,249 in 2025, and 
stood at 16,377 in the first six months of 2026. 

   र  र,               प                        रप       प       
                 प      प      प     पर         2024    1,23,672    
   र 2025    58,249 र    , और 2026    प                         
16,377 र    

 The Court called the figures “certainly encouraging” and 
directed the Reserve Bank of India to circulate a standard 
operating procedure for temporary debit holds on mule accounts, 
States to notify cybercrime coordination centres and operationalise 
e-Zero FIRs, and an inter-departmental committee to examine a 
victim compensation framework. 

           इ           “    च   प             ” ब     और        

                       पर अ         ब  र                 च          
    र   र  , र               प                  अ ध       र       
 -                         र  , और        -                 
प        प        च            र                  

 Thanks to advisories from banks, telecom operators and 
the police, fewer senior citizens and others are getting victimised by 

these scams, which have succeeded due to older victims‘ deference 
to authority and fear of legal trouble. 

    ,      च                और प        र    र  पर          र  अब    

             और अ       इ                र    र     ,    प    ब      
प            ध  र              और        पर                 र      

     र       
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 Yet, scammers find it easy to target youth and professionals, and senior citizens the 

advisories have not reached. 

  र   ,                  , प                                      ब            ,           
पर          प     प       

 And there have been very few convictions despite scrutiny and investigation, which suggests 
that law enforcement must move faster in tackling these scams. 

और     -प         अ         ब                        ब       र     ,                         

                       इ              प       अ ध                    
 The digital scammers have proved nimble in their modus operandi. 

              अप                         अ   ध     र             
 They route calls through SIM boxes to mask their origin, making them appear as Indian 

numbers, and use multiple mule accounts across many States to move funds swiftly. 

                                     र               प      ,                           प    
             , और ध                     र   र          अ    र                         प    

 र       
 They are now known to deploy deepfakes on video calls to dupe victims and remain 

untraceable by investigators. 

अब                            पर   प        प     र   प         ध            और               
प        ब  र ब   र        

 In effect, the fraudsters always seem to be a step ahead of those pursuing them. 

        ,    ध   ब              प     र                                     
 The Court‘s insistence on restoring money — completed in 36,290 cases involving ₹18.05 

crore — and on the swift disposing of account freeze cases, alongside detection systems 
such as MuleHunter.AI, used in over 20 banks, will help limit the damage even when 

perpetrators are not caught or convicted. 

           ध       प   पर   र —    ₹18.05              36,290          प र           —     
                        प    पर ब ,        20                       MuleHunter.AI      
प             ,  ब                     र                  ब अपर ध  प             ध       

        
 But convictions are rare as many of these fraud and extortion schemes are run from 

overseas “scam compounds” in Myanmar, the wider Golden Triangle, and Cambodia. 

                                       इ       अ            और                       
       ,                     और                      “       प     ”                     

 In Myanmar, scam centres proliferated through direct and indirect official patronage, even as 

recent scrutiny produced raids that were largely for show with these centres shifting to new 
areas in the conflict-ridden country. 

                         और अ      र  र    र        र          ,  ब                  
प र      प       प   र  अ ध                  ब      और                                   
        र         

 After Beijing‟s crackdown, in 2023, on scam centres targeting Chinese victims, scammers 
shifted focus to other countries, with Indians also being trafficked and tortured to commit 

digital crimes against fellow citizens. 

2023              र  च    प                ब                    पर   र        ब          अप   
     अ            र         , और                  र   र              र       अप      
    र          ध        अपर ध  र                         

 New Delhi must use diplomatic pressure in coordination with China, the U.S. and ASEAN 
to compel Naypyidaw and Phnom Penh to act against the networks that host these 

compounds. 
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            च  ,         और                      र                         प     र   
             प    और      प       इ         प           र                           ध   र     

 र          ब                 

 

 

 

GS Paper IV: Ethics 07 August 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

07A8 Centre spent over ₹550 cr. on PM Modi‟s foreign visits 

                                     प  ₹550               च      

07A8 Starvation pushing mother to kill child a „collective failure‟: HC 

                           च          „              ‟   :   च         

 

07A8. Centre spent over ₹550 cr. on PM Modi‟s foreign visits 

                                     प  ₹550               च      

 The Centre spent around ₹557.51 crore between 2021 and July 2026 on 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi‟s foreign visits, the External Affairs Ministry 
stated in the Rajya Sabha on Thursday. 

             2021          2026    ब                                      पर      

₹557.51             ,         र                                           
 Responding to a question from V. Sivadasan of the CPI(M), Minister of 

State for External Affairs Pabitra Margherita said Mr. Modi visited 77 countries 

during this period. 

  प    (  )      .                     र                    प                ब     
   इ  अ  ध      र              77           र        

 The 35-page response, among other details, mentioned that this year for 
the February 25-26 Israel visit by Mr. Modi, the government spent around ₹11.92 
crore. 

35 प          र    अ      र                                  इ                 
25-26                      पर  र  र         ₹11.92               

 For Mr. Modi‘s joint France and U.S. visit of February 10-13, 2025, the 
government spent ₹25.59 crore and ₹16.54 crore, respectively. 

           10-13      , 2025                और              पर  र  र         
₹25.59      और ₹16.54               

 The government also informed Parliament that 316 Memoranda of 
Understanding (MoUs) were signed with various countries during this period. 

 र  र                  ब        इ  अ  ध      र                      316        
  प   (MoUs) पर      र         

 It mentioned that overall FDI inflow during this time was $381.8 billion. 

 र  र          ब        इ  अ  ध                          (FDI)      381.8     

             र    
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07A8. Starvation pushing mother to kill 
child a „collective failure‟: HC 

                           च          
„              ‟   :   च         

 The Gujarat High Court has granted regular 
bail to a Surat woman accused of beating her two-
year-old daughter to death, observing that the case 
exposes a broader failure of the State and society to 
protect vulnerable families from hunger and extreme 
poverty. 

         च                               ,     पर 
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     और               प                र  र   
  ,              और अ   ध               र       र 
प र  र     र    र      अ    र       

 Granting bail to Lakhiben Solanki, who has 
been in custody since her arrest in March, Justice 
Hasmukh D. Suthar last week said the incident 
should not be viewed solely as an individual crime 
but as a reflection of systemic shortcomings in 
ensuring access to basic necessities such as food, 
healthcare and dignity. 
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            और                                

प                           
 According to the prosecution, Ms. Solanki allegedly assaulted her daughter, Eesha, after 

the child repeatedly asked for food. 

           अ    र,                      प    अप   प           ब र-ब र             पर          

  रप       
 In its order, the court said social justice rests on the principle that every individual is entitled 

to basic needs, including food and shelter. 

अप                                          इ     ध    पर  ध  र                       
     और                              अ ध  र     

 It observed that when starvation pushes a mother to such an extreme, the failure extends 
beyond the individual to society as a whole. 

                   ब                    इ     र     र           प             ,       

                            , ब    प र                   
 The court said the incident underscored shortcomings in social welfare mechanisms and 

highlighted the constitutional responsibility of the State to safeguard the nutrition, health and 
welfare of children and other vulnerable sections. 
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और          र                  
 Describing the case as a reminder that hunger is not merely an economic issue but one 

involving human dignity and justice, it said the tragedy should prompt greater compassion 
and renewed efforts to ensure that no mother or child suffers because of starvation. 
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